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intimate friends ; and though we have prolix extracts from his expense- 
book and his farm-diary, even they are characteristic extracts, and do 
their part toward completing the portrait. Then, too, — what is worthy 
of all praise, — JeiFerson is to a great extent made his own biographer, 
and, wherever his letters or memoranda cover the ground of the narra- 
tive, they take its place. Viewed thus closely, Jefferson's private 
character becomes interesting and attractive far beyond our expecta- 
tion ; and yet he seems to us a man rather of good intentions than of 
lofty principles, — one whose nature recoiled from everything dishonor- 
able, but who was by no means capable of heroic virtue. He wins in 
this record our high respect, but falls short of our profound reverence. 

While Dr. Randall's work has many of the merits of autobiography, it 
has more than its usual one-sidedness and exaggeration. It wholly lacks 
the judicial character of history. The author enters, with the feelings 
of a contemporary leader of party, into all political questions, and advo- 
cates Jefferson's opinions and measures with an intenseness of rancor 
towards opponents of which the sage of Monticello himself exhibited 
few traces. He evidently misunderstands the Federalists as a party, 
and vilipends with even coarse abuse their greatest and best men, 
among whom none fares so ill at his hands, or is so grievously carica- 
tured, as the venerable Josiah Quincy. In not a single instance does 
he approach a generous appreciation of any political antagonist of his 
hero. 

Dr. Randall's style is perspicuous, but not graceful ; it ministers 
more to the unburdening of the author's, than to the delectation of the 
reader's mind, and sins not infrequently against the canons of grammar 
and of rhetoric. 



14. — The New American Oyelopadia : a Popular Dictionary of Gen- 
eral Knowledge. Edited by Geokgb Riplet and Charles A. 
Dana. Vol. III. Beam — Browning. New York: D. Appleton 
& Co. 1858. 8vo. pp. 768. 

The articles that appear on the title-page as the first and last 
of this volume, might well be assumed as specimens of the style in 
which the work has thus far been executed. The article Beam fills 
six closely printed columns, and comprises a detailed account of the 
various shapes of cast-iron and wrought-iron beams, the difierent modes 
of laying them and filling them in, practised both in Europe and 
America, and the rules and methods for determining their power of 
resistance and support. The articles Browning contain the personal 
and literary biography of Elizabeth Barrett and Robert Browning, the 
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nam' s and subjects of all their longer poems, and criticisms of them, 
founded on those salient characteristics which must determine the 
verdict of posterity as to their merits. In turning over the pages, we 
have been particularly impressed by the thoroughness of an article on 
The Blind, which, in a carefully composed treatise on the causes and 
treatment of blindness and the modes of instruction for the bhnd, con- 
tains tabular views of the ratio of the blind to the whole population in 
different latitudes on the Eastern Continent (the ratio being greatest 
between 10° and 20°, least between 50° and 60°) ; of the ratio of the 
blind to the population in various countries ; of the number of the blind 
where it has been ascertained by census ; of the statistics of institutions 
for the blind in Europe and the United States ; and of " eminent blind 
persons," with the grounds of their celebrity and their " works writ- 
ten during blindness." But there is no need of multiplying our specifi- 
cations. We can turn to no title which does not confirm our con- 
fidence in the judicious distribution of the work. Each article seems 
to have been written by an expert in the department to which it be- 
longs. There can be no doubt that, at least for the use of American 
readers, and in some respects wherever the English language is spoken, 
this Cyclopasdia will greatly surpass in its value as a reference-book 
any similar compilation that has yet been issued on either side of the 
Atlantic. One slight, yet not unimportant omission, we have noticed, 
namely, that of the accents in foreign names. We can see no good 
reason why the orthography of these names should not be completed 
by the insertion of such vowel-marks as are never omitted in the lan- 
guages to which they belong. 



15. — The Works of William Shakespeake. !I%e Plays edited from 
the Folio of MDCXXIIL, with Various Readings from all the Edi- 
tions and all the Commentators, Notes, Introductory Remarhs, a His- 
torical Sketch of the Text, an Account of the Rise aiid Progress of 
the English Drama, a Memoir of the Poet, and an Essay upon Ms 
Genius. By Richard Gkant White. Vols. 11. - V. Boston : 
Little, Brown, & Co. 1857. Small 8vo. 

In our last number we gave a synopsis of the contents and literary 
features of this edition ; in our next, we hope to present a detailed dis- 
cussion of its high and varied merits. We would now refer merely to 
the mechanical execution of these volumes. In texture and tint of 
paper, in neatness, clearness, and beauty of typography, and in all the 
accessories which munificent taste can furnish to the more costly issues 



